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to run herself into the pit with her eyes open, and ruin herself by mere premeditated choice: it would be just so with me in this case, if I should marry this butterfly, we should even go hand in hand very lovingly to the Devil. This will not do my business ! So he put an end to that affair as soon as he could, and resolved to see her no more.
All this while he had no assistance from either books, friends, ministers, or anybody, only the just and natural reflection of his own reason: but as he was a gentleman of polite manners, and bred to conversation with gentlemen of the best quality, as well as of the best parts, so the government of himself was the more easy, and he restrained the dejection of his spirits from making any extraordinary discovery of itself, only that he appeared a little more sedate and more thoughtful than before, and was a little more retired in his way of living, but not so much but that he came often into public company, as before.
It happened one time, that in promiscuous conversation at a chocolate-house near the court, this gentleman and seven or eight more being present, the company fell from talking of news to talking of religion: the discourse began about the differences which had happened in France lately, and were then depending between the pope and the French clergy; and of the Sorbonne or faculty of theology, as they are called there, being at that time employed in drawing up a new system of divinity, or body of doctrine, as they called it; and as a consequence, it was hinted how likely it was that such a strict inquiry made by men of learning and virtue into the fundamentals of religion, should lead them at last into protestant principles, and break that whole kingdom off from the errors and ignorance of popery, opening the eyes of the people to Christian